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“an event that will help bring

us together and allow us to

meet one another and eventu-
ally enter into a ‘covenant’ to change
today s economy and to give a soul to the
economy of tomorrow.” These are the
words of the Holy Father that appear in
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accident that in the Italian version of his
letter, the Pope uses the term ‘patto’,
which comes from the Latin word
pactum, “derived from pacisci, which
means ‘negotiate,” with the same root of
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“pactum,” in its essence, is only possible
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looking at, coming to know and under-
stand one another, and finding common
ground: all these things are summed up
in the one word ‘dialogue’. If we want to
encounter and help one another, we have
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dialogue of inclusion is needed—to use
the words of the Pope, a dialogue “in
which not only believers but all men and
women of good will, regardless of differ-
ences in creed and nationality, can partic-
ipate, inspired by the ideal of fraternity”
(Franciscus 2019a, 9).

Many who study dialogue find reso-
nance with the Pope’s words:

Difference is enriching (Benjamin —
Sullivan 1996).

Dialogue continues to be a key factor
in promoting spaces of mutual engage-
ment in a simplistic and polarized era
(Rose-Redwood et al. 2018). Dialogue is
essential because words are not innocent
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NOTES

" Economist (Macroeconomics, Quantitative
Analysis and Social Projects Evaluation).

1. A Scottish political economist and philo-
sopher, towering figure in the history of economic
thought because he is considered the father of
modern economy. His most influential book
The Wealth of Nations (1776).

-

(WO)MEN: Dialoguing and Sharing

Luca Federici

(Anderson 1996); they are important
(Garrison 2013).

Sharing is essential to dialogue: Shar-
ing the fact of having lived with the fact
of having to live, as a meeting of dis-
tances, passing the torch of the future:
combining the wisdom of those who have
already lived their whole life with the en-
thusiasm of those who still have to build
that life and, indeed, live it (Franciscus
2018). Because share is not just a button
(Ljungberg et al. 2017), and it is not neu-
tral (Hemsley et al. 2018).

Difference, dialogue, and sharing:
This is what The Economy of Francesco
meant and means for us (Federici 2020).

Dialogue and sharing among the like-
minded but also among those with oppos-
ing views are what guided us on our path
and what unite us in our Women for
Economy proposal. Women for Economy
has been an incubator for persons of the
most diverse origins and traditions who
met and discussed in order to find a dif-
ficult, though stimulating, project to re-
alize together, for the role of women in
the future. All this, between ideality and
reality, between possibility and probabil-
ity, between the theoretically optimal
and, therefore, impossible, and the com-
promise which is not perfect but achiev-
able, and in any case positive.

Women and men, fathers and mothers,

communities and individuals, law and
ethics, institutions and society, public and
private, small and large, leaders and col-
laborators, believers and non-believers,
young people and the elderly: all should
be invited to the dialogue. Through the
dissemination and sharing of information,
experiences, joy, failures, successes and
pain; through horizontal communication
among peers (Costanza-Chock 2006);
vertical top-down communication (Bar-
tels et al. 2010) and ascending bottom-
up communication (Wroblewski 2013).

These apparent polar opposites, in-
trinsic “oxymorons,” can actually flourish
together. However, for this to occur one
must change perspectives. Not only must
I, the actor, be willing to change my point
of view, but also the other, my interlocu-
tor, must change his or her view of me
and have the patience, kindness and in-
telligence to allow me to understand him
or her. How? In my experience, it hap-
pened through the power of example and
the sharing of experiences afforded by
the Women for Economy initiative and
our group work, which lasted for seven
months. We worked together, though
physically distant from one another be-
cause of COVID-19 (The group members
never actually met physically, only on-
line.)

As a young male rooted in Western


http://www.nobelp

rize.org/uploads/2018/06/ostrom_lec

ture.pdf 
http://www.nobelp

rize.org/uploads/2018/06/ostrom_lec

ture.pdf 
http://www.nobelp

rize.org/uploads/2018/06/ostrom_lec

ture.pdf 
http://www.nobelp

rize.org/uploads/2018/06/ostrom_lec

ture.pdf 
http://www.nobelp

rize.org/uploads/2018/06/ostrom_lec

ture.pdf 
http://www.oiko

nomia.it/index.php/it/2020/ottobre-2020/118-2020/ottobre-2020/1128-catholic-social-teaching-cst-and-sustainable-development-goals-sdgs-a-path-towards-integral-human-development
http://www.oiko

nomia.it/index.php/it/2020/ottobre-2020/118-2020/ottobre-2020/1128-catholic-social-teaching-cst-and-sustainable-development-goals-sdgs-a-path-towards-integral-human-development
http://www.oiko

nomia.it/index.php/it/2020/ottobre-2020/118-2020/ottobre-2020/1128-catholic-social-teaching-cst-and-sustainable-development-goals-sdgs-a-path-towards-integral-human-development
http://www.oiko

nomia.it/index.php/it/2020/ottobre-2020/118-2020/ottobre-2020/1128-catholic-social-teaching-cst-and-sustainable-development-goals-sdgs-a-path-towards-integral-human-development
http://www.oiko

nomia.it/index.php/it/2020/ottobre-2020/118-2020/ottobre-2020/1128-catholic-social-teaching-cst-and-sustainable-development-goals-sdgs-a-path-towards-integral-human-development
http://www.oiko

nomia.it/index.php/it/2020/ottobre-2020/118-2020/ottobre-2020/1128-catholic-social-teaching-cst-and-sustainable-development-goals-sdgs-a-path-towards-integral-human-development
http://www.oiko

nomia.it/index.php/it/2020/ottobre-2020/118-2020/ottobre-2020/1128-catholic-social-teaching-cst-and-sustainable-development-goals-sdgs-a-path-towards-integral-human-development
http://www.oiko

nomia.it/index.php/it/2020/ottobre-2020/118-2020/ottobre-2020/1128-catholic-social-teaching-cst-and-sustainable-development-goals-sdgs-a-path-towards-integral-human-development
http://www.nobelprize.org/uploads/2019/10/advanced-economicsciencesprize201

2019.pdf
http://www.nobelprize.org/uploads/2019/10/advanced-economicsciencesprize201

2019.pdf
http://www.nobelprize.org/uploads/2019/10/advanced-economicsciencesprize201

2019.pdf
http://www.nobelprize.org/uploads/2019/10/advanced-economicsciencesprize201

2019.pdf
http://www.theguardian.com/business/2020/oct/07/covid-19-crisis-boosts-the-fortunes-of-worlds-billionaires
http://www.theguardian.com/business/2020/oct/07/covid-19-crisis-boosts-the-fortunes-of-worlds-billionaires
http://www.theguardian.com/business/2020/oct/07/covid-19-crisis-boosts-the-fortunes-of-worlds-billionaires

14 OIKONOMIA, N. 2 GIUGNO 2021

culture and the Catholic faith, I had the
opportunity to hear, see and in some way,
to experience, certain aspects or stan-
dards that I had considered normal,
which are actually potential affronts to-
wards women. Why? As a scholar and
young manager getting a glimpse of the
first real ‘pink’ decade of humanity (Fed-
erici 2019), certain social norms (Fed-
erici 2020), practices in the workplace
(Litman et al. 2020), mannerisms in
speech (Abbatecola 2021), legal flaws
(Serpico 2018) or specific customs that
as a male I found neutral, were in veri-
tatem, authentic violations of our times
in our so-called advanced Western soci-
ety. By this I mean, as a student of law,
that even the law can be wrong: and for
this reason it is beneficial for it to be
changed, even if it does not appear so-
cially necessary. For example, whenever
the law provides for work leave for the
mother but not for the father of the child
(even when this is considered socially ac-
ceptable) it is right to intervene, through
the legislative process. The future is not
only the photograph of a faded present,
cleaned up thanks to a higher definition
of the picture (form), but it is also and
above all the awareness of building a new
design within the empty quadrants of that
snapshot, for a space which must not be
filed but filled. Women’s dignity is a con-
sistent and constant question of form and
substance. And thanks to Women for
Economy, 1 was able to achieve a greater
awareness, heightened sensitivity and
proactive and purposeful attitude thanks
to sharing, listening, silence, study and
the constant focused effort of a man
among, for and with women. Talking
about women, talking with women and
listening to women. Likewise, my col-
leagues from the Village were able to ap-
preciate and understand nuances that I
was able to add, as the only male member
of the group, to an otherwise purely fe-
male perspective.

Hence, coming back in medias res
from this direct experience to a more ab-
stract but no less significant experience:
women and men together, called to be
forces of nature that dialogue, share and
create (Franciscus 2015, 79). If we con-
sider ourselves alone, we are just single
grains of sand (Matthew 7:26), but if we
consider our experiences and daily ac-
tions, our testimonies and words, also
through our posts on social networks, we
are the bridges that can connect the dif-
ferent parts of the world. Through our ex-
perience at The Economy of Francesco,
this is what we became. We are and will

be witnessing it (Franciscus 2020, 21).

Dialogues are made through words
and facts (Paulus VI 1964, 21), always
thoughtful, deep, proactive and positive.
Always raising awareness by sharing our
stories, also through tools made available
by the Infosphere Society (Floridi 2014),
such as videos, podcasts, stories and
posts. Tradition and innovation and both
necessary for dialogue.

We exist offline (on land) and online,
for an onlife life (Floridi 2014). What
does this mean? It means that, paraphras-
ing the University of Oxford professor,
we live in a mangrove society. In other
words, we live in a locus in which, at the
dawn of the twenties in the twenty-first
century of the third millennium, it is no
longer possible to separate online and of-
fline realities. Metaphorically, we are like
mangroves, those unique beings in the
universe that live in that particular habitat
in which fresh and saltwater come to-
gether at the mouth of a river flowing into
the sea. It does not make sense to ask our-
selves what kind of water is found at that
particular point, whether fresh and salt.
In that clearly defined space of our exis-
tence, the essence takes on a new conno-
tation for a precise solution and a new
unmistakable name because there, by
definition, the water is neither salt nor
fresh. And likewise, we too are continu-
ously onlife — a dimension where tradi-
tion and innovation, namely the green of
sustainability understood latu sensu and
the blue of technology (Floridi 2020),
combine with the human intellect. And
with a purpose that is different and higher
than that of mere financial gain, but
rather, teleologically oriented towards an
ethical and fraternal enrichment, the
union gives rise to the fundamental ingre-
dients of a new recipe for humanity that
includes diversity.

We ourselves are media too (Agosti-
nelli — Meazza 2018). We are the factor
that can change the world (Rees 2018):
we are change-makers (The Economy of
Francesco, final statement & common
commitment 2020). Because we are the
specific weight of the future that, through
our dialoguing diversity, cement the
bridge that binds us to the best part of our-
selves that does not yet exist. But as
change-makers we will be able to build it
and participate in a fraternal world of
unity.
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SECONDA PARTE: TESTIMONI

The EoF Marathon: the Ukrainan

experience of implementing the human-

centered approach in economy by

Metropolitan Archbishop Andrey

Sheptytsky

Olena Komisarenko

were presented the following topics:

1. A common understanding of what
Ukraine is, what challenges and social
problems it faces, where the country
is heading in its development and
how it is being reformed.

2. Ukrainian social academy impact and
social innovations, bringing ideas of
social change to business and contri-

bution of social entrepreneurs.
3. Successful cases of social

trepreneurship in Ukraine.
In this article we are going to focus on
the beginning of the session that started
with a brief overview of the impact of
Andrey Sheptytsky on the history of eco-
nomic thought of Ukraine and the impor-
tance of its contribution into the human-

en-
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